Mel Bay’s

TABLATURE EXPLANATION

Numbers represent frets on the guitar — “0”
means play the string open; “3” means play
the string at the 3rd fret; etc.
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Fingers that pick the strings on the right
hand

M—middle finger
I —index finger
T—thumb
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ANYONE CAN PLAY
FINGERSTYLE GUITAR
Course Outline

BASIC ACCOMPANIMENT

Example |  Basic Accompaniment in 4/4 Time
Song: Skip to My Lou (chords)

Example il Basic Accompaniment in 3/4Ttime
Song: On Top of Old Smokey (chords)

Example il Basic Accompaniment in 4/4 Time with
Hammer-Ons
Song: Aura Lee (chords)

Example iV Basic Accompaniment in 3/4 Time with
Hammer-Ons

Song: Scarborough Fair (chords)
ALTERNATING BASS STYLE
Example V  Basic Alternating Bass (AB)

Example Vi AB with Single Pinch on Beats 1 & 3
Song: Shady Grove (chords)

Example VIl AB with Pinches on All Beats
Songs: Short'ning Bread |
Go Tell Aunt Rhody 1

Example Vit AB with Off-Beat Notes

Example IX Song: Will the Circle Be Unbroken (chords)

Songs with above techniques:

Short'ning Bread Il
Go Tell Aunt Rhody
Freight Train
Simple Gifts

MELODY ON BASS STRINGS
Scarborough Fair
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EXAMPLE |

Basic Accompaniment in 4/4 Time
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EXAMPLE Il
Basic Accompaniment in 3/4 Time
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Chordal Accompaniment to
ON TOP OF OLD SMOKEY
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EXAMPLE il
Basic Accompaniment in 4/4 Time
with Hammer-Ons
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Chordal Accompaniment to AURA LEE

EXAMPLE IV
Basic Accompaniment in 3/4 Time
with Hammer-Ons
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Chordal Accompaniment to
SCARBOROUGH FAIR
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EXAMPLE V
Basic Alternating Bass
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EXAMPLE Vi
Basic Alternating Bass with Pinch on

EXAMPLE Vii
Basic Alternating Bass with Pinch on

Any Beat
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19 EXAMPLE Vii
Basic Alternating Bass with One Off- SHORT’'NING BREAD i
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SIMPLE GIFTS—continued

SIMPLE GIFTS
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SCARBOROUGH FAIR
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